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The German Empire, 1867-1914, and the Unity Movement. By 
William Harbutt Dawson. (New York: The Macmillan 
Company. 1919. Two volumes.) 

This is a good, perhaps the best, considerable work in English on 
the political history of Germany since the establishment of German 
unity. This is not extravagant praise, for good accounts in English 
are few. • Sir A. W. Ward's recent volumes are rather crammed with 
minutiae and do not deal with the last years before the great war. 
Mr. Grant Robertson's Bismarck is an exceptionally brilliant biog- 
raphy, but naturally says but little of the German Weltpolitik after the 
Iron Chancellor surrendered the helm to his impetuous imperial suc- 
cessor. Mr. Dawson's own admirable earlier works on German tariffs, 
socialism, municipal government, and The Evolution of Modern Ger- 
many lead one to expect a high level of interest and excellence in the 
present work. The expectations are nearly but not quite fulfilled. 
This is probably because the author's special studies on Germany 
heretofore have been mainly on the side of economics and government ; 
but in these two volumes he ventured to give some three-quarters of 
the space to diplomatic history, with which we suspect he is less famil- 
iar. In fact he often spreads out his narrative into a pedestrian account 
of general European politics so far as Germany was involved in them, 
instead of interpreting in detail the secret springs of German policy 
and weighing nicely her gains and losses. In the account of the Cri- 
mean War he is too hard on Sir Stratford de Redcliffe. He is totally 
unacquainted with the details of Bismarck's Reinsurance Treaties with 
Russia, because he had not read Goriainov's article in the American 
Historical Review (January, 1918). He does not make sufficiently 
clear the disastrous effects on German foreign policy exerted by Em- 
peror William II's personal influence and by the mediocre advisers 
with whom he surrounded himself after Bismarck's dismissal. On the 
other hand, it is a pleasure to read a work which is so impartial and 
objective. Though it was written during the war and completed just 
after the armistice was signed, the author was in no way warped in his 
judgments by the passions which the war has stirred in so many. In 
fact in the chapters on the Morocco Affair he gives a much more sym- 
pathetic consideration of Germany's side of the case than is to be 
found in most French and English books. 

As to general emphasis, one may say, on the whole, the events of 
the Bismarckian era are treated in more detail and are handled in a 
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more satisfactory way than those of the post-Bismarckian age; this is 
perhaps natural since our sources of information are so much fuller for 
the earlier period, and so many sound books have been written upon 
different phases of it. But precisely because there is such a dearth of 
sympathetic and scholarly accounts of Germany under William II we 
could have wished that Mr. Dawson had been able to devote a rela- 
tively greater amount of space to the period since 1890. But it is 
ungracious to find fault with an author for the way he chooses* to treat 
his subject. And we repeat that the general reader will scarcely find 
in English a better explanation of Germany's rise to European domina- 
tion through the establishment of political unity and Bismarck's genius, 
and of her loss of this leading position through the anxiety and drawing 
together of her neighbors on account of her threatening Weltpolitik 
and the follies of the Kaiser and his advisers. 

The chapters on domestic affairs, tariffs, railroads, colonial expan- 
sion, and social legislation are brief but excellent and accurate; we 
could have wished that they had been fuller had not the author already 
dealt with them in considerable detail in the recent enlarged edition 
of his Evolution of Modern Germany. 

Sidney B. Fay. 

Smith College. 

The Secret Treaties of Austria-Hungary, 1879-1914- Vol I: 
Texts of the Treaties and Agreements. Edited by Alfred 
Franzis Pribram and Archibald Cary Coolidge. (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. Pp. 308.) 

One result of the destruction and collapse of several old govern- 
ments in Europe is that the supposed need for secrecy in the affairs 
of state which concerned them has disappeared. The process of revela- 
tion throws considerable light on the affairs of governments which still 
exist and whose secrets are being maintained. Professor Pribram has 
begun a work of supreme value based upon material in the archives of 
Austria-Hungary, which promises to reveal a large part of the internal 
structure and workings of the European state-system as it existed 
during the period of "armed peace" between the Treaty of Berlin and 
the outbreak of the great war. The central documents of the vast 
yet incomplete "League of Nations" of which Austria formed a part 
are presented in this volume, together with a preface by the American 
editor, a general preface by the Austrian editor, and the latter's intro- 



